PRESS RELEASE

BNP PARIBAS CLOSES ITS FIRST SUSTAINABLE
DEPOSIT WITH UNILEVER
London, 09 November 2020 – BNP Paribas announced today that it has closed its first
Sustainable Deposit with leading consumer goods group Unilever marking the start of the roll
out of this innovative offer to corporate clients in EMEA.
BNP Paribas recently developed a Sustainable Deposits Framework which was independently
reviewed by Vigeo Eiris (V.E.), who gave the framework a reasonable assurance (V.E.’s highest
level of assurance).* Sustainable Deposits are aimed at enhancing BNP Paribas’ capacity to
increase the amount of investment and financing contributing to the energy transition and to
sectors considered as directly supporting the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals as part of
its Environmental, Social and Governance (“ESG”) commitments.
Philip Sasse, Vice President, Global Treasury Operations at Unilever commented:
“ESG is an integral part of Unilever’s business strategy and as a Treasury team we work to
support the delivery of our sustainable business goals across the full spectrum of Treasury
activities, with a strong desire to contribute through ESG innovation. We are therefore delighted
to have collaborated with a key banking partner such as BNP Paribas on their new Sustainable
Deposit offering in order to pioneer the development of relevant solutions and drive positive ESG
impact at scale.”
Aurelia Normand, Head of Transaction Banking EMEA at BNP Paribas also commented:
“The development of a Sustainable Deposits offering represents an opportunity to enhance BNP
Paribas’ capability to raise short-term funds to support its lending to sectors with positive UN SDG
impact while at the same time addressing a growing need from its clients to align their liquidity
placement and investment practice with their sustainability objectives. As we prepare to deploy
the offering across our geographies, with EMEA as a first step, we are very pleased to have
closed our first Sustainable Deposit with Unilever.”
Ends

*V.E.

was commissioned to provide an independent review on the sustainability credentials of the Sustainable
Deposits Framework (“the Framework”) prepared by BNP Paribas Corporate and Institutional Banking (“the Bank”).
V.E. expressed a reasonable assurance (their highest level of assurance) on the capacity of the Bank’s Sustainable
Deposits to support loans which are likely to contribute to the identified UN SDGs. The review was dated 17
September 2020.
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Notes to Editors:
About BNP Paribas
BNP Paribas is a leading bank in Europe with an international reach. It has a presence in 71 countries, with
approximately 199,000 employees, of which more than 151,000 in Europe. The Group has key positions in its three
main activities: Domestic Markets and International Financial Services (whose retail-banking networks and financial
services are covered by Retail Banking & Services) and Corporate & Institutional Banking, which serves two client
franchises: corporate clients and institutional investors. The Group helps all its clients (individuals, community
associations, entrepreneurs, SMEs, corporates and institutional clients) to realise their projects through solutions
spanning financing, investment, savings and protection insurance. In Europe, the Group has four domestic markets
(Belgium, France, Italy and Luxembourg) and BNP Paribas Personal Finance is the European leader in consumer
lending. BNP Paribas is rolling out its integrated retail-banking model in Mediterranean countries, in Turkey, in
Eastern Europe and a large network in the western part of the United States. In its Corporate & Institutional Banking
and International Financial Services activities, BNP Paribas also enjoys top positions in Europe, a strong presence
in the Americas as well as a solid and fast-growing business in Asia-Pacific.

